Living in the Image of God
Module 04 Session 20

Banking Blessings Ministry

San Antonio, Texas
USA

* Program seeks to understand

e Meaning of Living in the Image of God

e Resources God has provided to guide us
° Human responsibilities

» Benefits of Living in the Image of God
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* God creates every person to represent him in
interactions with others

» Be for others what God would be for them if
he lived with us in human form

* He provides resources for people to perform
the responsibilities

* He blesses those that do
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e Series on individual responsibility regarding
family leadership

* Based on bible examples of husband-wife

* Discussed Shunammite couple

* Adam and Eve

e Abraham-Sarah

e |saac-Rebekah
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* God creates marriage to unite a man and
woman

e Union of seamless complements

¢ Adequate to represent him among all creation

e Created man first but found him inadequate

e Created woman as comparable companion
and helper from within
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e Family leadership structure
» Husband as overall leader
» Wife as spiritual gateway
» And occasional leader in specific matters

* God uses family leadership structure to
communicate his will to the family

* Relies on seamless husband-wife
communication

e Calls husband-wife to honor and support family
leadership

* Blesses those that do
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* God called Mary-Joseph union

e Ministry of parenting the Messiah

* Through pregnancy

e Childhood care

¢ And transition to adulthood

e Fulfills Messiah promise through the ministry

¢ By sending the Messiah through a natural
human family
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e Initial stage of ministry

* God called Mary to become pregnant with
Jesus

e Called Joseph to support Mary’s pregnancy

e Joseph'’s support for Mary in initial stages
began his responsibility as overall leader
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e Subsequently, God provided family-care
instructions through Joseph
« Birth of Jesus
» Escape to Egypt
* Return to Israel several years later
» Redirection to Galilee instead of Judea
e Annual trip to Jerusalem for Passover festival

e Unity in parenting based on honor and
support for family leadership
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¢ All people to return home to be registered
¢ Joseph travelled to Bethlehem with Mary
e To register at his home, the town of David
e Mary followed Joseph

e She was pregnant

* Engaged to marry Joseph

e Luke 2:1 and 3-5
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1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a
decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world.

3 And everyone went to their own town to
register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David.
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5 He went there to register with Mary, who

was pledged to be married to him and was

expecting a child.

e Joseph registered at his home

* Mary registered where Joseph registered
* They were a family with Joseph as leader

e Mary gave birth to Jesus at Bethlehem during
the trip

bankingblessing.org




S A N g |
* On three occasions after birth of Jesus
e Joseph received instruction from God

e Regarding protection for child and family

« Flight to Egypt

* Return to Israel several years later

» Redirection to Galilee instead of Judea
e Joseph led family through implementation
* With Mary’s support in each case
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* God instructed Joseph to move family to
Egypt to protect child from King Herod
Matthew 2:13 When they had gone, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and
escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
Matthew 2:14 So he got up, took the child and
his mother during the night and left for Egypt,
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¢ King Herod died several years later

* God instructed Joseph

e To return to Israel with his family

* Those that threatened the child’s life had died
* Matthew 2:19-21
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19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt

20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his
mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who were trying to take the child’s life are
dead.”

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel.
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e Joseph realized that the new king in Judea
was the son of previous king Herod

* He was concerned about going to Judea
e Warned in a dream to go to Galilee instead
* Matthew 2:22-23
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22 But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. Having been
warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district
of Galilee,

23 and he went and lived in a town called
Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said
through the prophets, that he would be called
a Nazarene.
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e Instruction came to Joseph each time
¢ Joseph communicated instruction to Mary
* They implemented instruction exactly
» Unity in parenting
» Based on honor and support family leadership

e Unity in parenting also evident through
events regarding trip to Jerusalem for
Passover when Jesus was 12 years old
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e Took child to Jerusalem annually
* To participate in Festival of the Passover
e Participation in Passover was important to the
parenting ministry
e Allowed child to mingle and interact freely with
friends and relations
e During the celebrations
* And long trek to Jerusalem and back
* Based on accounts when Jesus was 12 years old
e Luke 2:41-48
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41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to
Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.

42 When he was twelve years old, they went
up to the festival, according to the custom.

43 After the festival was over, while his
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were
unaware of it.
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44 Thinking he was in their company, they
traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for
him among their relatives and friends.

¢ Parents allowed child Jesus to mingle and
interact freely with friends and relations during
the festival and long trek home

e They were usually able to keep aware of his
whereabout except on this trip

* On this trip, they traveled for one day thinking he
was among them but he was back in Jerusalem
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45 When they did not find him, they went back
to Jerusalem to look for him.

46 After three days they found him in the
temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions.

47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at
his understanding and his answers.
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48 When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and |
have been anxiously searching for you.”
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* They looked for him together for several days
until they found him

e After they found him, his mother talked to him
as his father listened

e Mary took leadership
* And Joseph supported her
* On this parent-son interaction
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* Mary-Joseph was called to Ministry of
parenting the Messiah through pregnancy,
childhood care, and transition to adulthood

e Mary was called as mother of the Messiah

e Joseph to support Mary through pregnancy
and lead the ministry as earthly father of the
Messiah

e Similarly, every husband-wife union is called
to parenting ministry: pregnancy, childhood
care, and transition to adulthood
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* Joseph was overall leader
* Mary occasional leader in specific matters
e After birth of Jesus, God channeled childcare
instructions through Joseph
» Escape to Egypt
* Return to Israel several years later
» Redirection to Galilee instead of Judea

e “Unity in parenting” based on honor and
support for family leadership
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* Annual participation in Passover illustrate
purpose and unity in parenting

e Participation in Passover helps child to
develop community sensitivity

¢ Allowed child to mingle and interact freely
with friends and relations during the festival

¢ Based on the account of their annual trip to
Jerusalem for Passover Festival when Jesus
was 12 years old
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e Seek unity in parenting through honor and
support for family leadership

e Let children learn by observation to honor
and obey family leadership

e Let them develop community sensitivity by

honoring the customs and practices important
to their community
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