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What We Will Learn

Jacob’s polygamous family

Foundation for nation of Israel

And ancestral lineage of the Messiah

 Interactions within the family

Highlight issues of polygamy

 Illustrate spousal consultation regarding 

important family affairs

Genesis 29, 30, 31, and 37 selections
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Jacob’s Marriages

Married to four wives

Leah, to fulfill commitment to her family

Rachel, because he loved her

Bilhah, Rachel’s maid given to Jacob as wife

Zilpah, Leah’s maid given to Jacob as wife

Genesis 29:22–30

Genesis 30:3–4 and 9
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Genesis 29 (NKJV)

22 And Laban gathered together all the men 

of the place and made a feast.
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23 Now it came to pass in the evening, that 

he took Leah his daughter and brought her to 

Jacob; and he went in to her.

24 And Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his 

daughter Leah as a maid.



Genesis 29 (NKJV)

25 So it came to pass in the morning, that 

behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, 

“What is this you have done to me? Was it 

not for Rachel that I served you? Why then 

have you deceived me?”
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26 And Laban said, “It must not be done so in 

our country, to give the younger before the 

firstborn.



Genesis 29 (NKJV)

27 Fulfill her week, and we will give you this 

one also for the service which you will serve 

with me still another seven years.”
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28 Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her week. 

So he gave him his daughter Rachel as wife 

also.



Genesis 29 (NKJV)

29 And Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his 

daughter Rachel as a maid.
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30 Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and he 

also loved Rachel more than Leah. And he 

served with Laban still another seven years.



Genesis 30 (NKJV)

1 Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob 

no children, Rachel envied her sister, and 

said to Jacob, “Give me children, or else I 

die!”
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2 And Jacob's anger was aroused against 
Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of 
God, who has withheld from you the fruit of 
the womb?”



Genesis 30 (NKJV)

3 So she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah; go in 

to her, and she will bear a child on my knees, 

that I also may have children by her.”
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4 Then she gave him Bilhah her maid as wife, 

and Jacob went in to her.

9 When Leah saw that she had stopped 
bearing, she took Zilpah her maid and gave 
her to Jacob as wife.



Benefits from Polygamy

All four wives contributed to 12 sons of Jacob

 Leah: Numbers 1–4, 9 and 10

Bilhah: Numbers 5 and 6 

Zilpah: Numbers 7 and 8

Rachel: Numbers 11 and 12

4th son Judah was father of Christ’s lineage

11th son Joseph setup Egypt sanctuary where 

family multiplied and prospered
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Polygamy Issues

in Jacob’s Family

Unequal love for wives 

Sowed seeds of discord

Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah   

[Genesis 29:30]

How much did he love Zilpah? Bilhah?

Did unequal love for wives affect children? 
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Polygamy Issues cont’d

Rivalry among wives

Competition for husband’s love

Family interactions appeared dominated by 

rivalry between Leah and Rachel

Evident in children’s names

Having children with the maidservants likely 

made relationships more difficult
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Polygamy Issues

through Children’s Names

Of the twelve sons of Jacob

Nine were named in reference to rivalry 

between Leah and Rachel

Judah and Joseph were named in reference 

to relationship with God

Benjamin, was named in reference to love

Genesis 29:31–35; 30:5–8 [as examples]
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Genesis 29 (NKJV)

31 When the Lord saw that Leah was 

unloved, He opened her womb; but Rachel 

was barren.
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32 So Leah conceived and bore a son, and 

she called his name Reuben; for she said, 

“The Lord has surely looked on my affliction. 

Now therefore, my husband will love me.”



Genesis 29 (NKJV)

33 Then she conceived again and bore a son, 

and said, “Because the Lord has heard that I 

am unloved, He has therefore given me this 

son also.” And she called his name Simeon.
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34 She conceived again and bore a son, and 
said, “Now this time my husband will become 
attached to me, because I have borne him 
three sons.” Therefore his name was called 
Levi.



Genesis 29 (NKJV)

35 And she conceived again and bore a son, 

and said, “Now I will praise the Lord.” 

Therefore she called his name Judah. Then 

she stopped bearing.
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Genesis 30 (NKJV)

5 And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a 

son.
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6 Then Rachel said, “God has judged my 

case; and He has also heard my voice and 

given me a son.” Therefore she called his 

name Dan.



Genesis 30 (NKJV)

7 And Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again 

and bore Jacob a second son.
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8 Then Rachel said, “With great wrestlings I 

have wrestled with my sister, and indeed I 

have prevailed.” So she called his name 

Naphtali.



Seeds of Discord

Legacy of Jacob’s Polygamy

Unequal love led to Leah-Rachel rivalry

Rivalry likely influenced children

 “Maidservant-wives” likely feared second-

class status for children

Jacob loved Joseph and Benjamin more than 

the other children

Results: Seeds of discord among children
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Family Tragedy

Seeds of Discord from Polygamy 

Other children hated Joseph and Benjamin

 Joseph interacted more with them

They saw their father loved him more

They hated his dreams

Plotted to kill Joseph when they could

Sold him into slavery instead

Through compromise negotiated by Judah
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Consultation with Spouse 

Jacob wanted to leave Padan Aram

Declining friendliness from Laban and family

God instructed him to return home

He met with Rachel and Leah in privacy

Sought their understanding and support

Rachel and Leah gave him full support

Genesis 31:1–16

[4–9 and 14–16 read in session]
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Genesis 31 (NKJV)

4 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah 

to the field, to his flock,
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5 and said to them, “I see your father's 

countenance, that it is not favorable toward 

me as before; but the God of my father has 

been with me.

6 And you know that with all my might I have 

served your father.



Genesis 31 (NKJV)

7 Yet your father has deceived me and 

changed my wages ten times, but God did 

not allow him to hurt me.
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8 If he said thus: ‘The speckled shall be your 

wages,’ then all the flocks bore speckled. And 

if he said thus: ‘The streaked shall be your 

wages,’ then all the flocks bore streaked.

9 So God has taken away the livestock of your 
father and given them to me.



Genesis 31 (NKJV)

14 Then Rachel and Leah answered and said 

to him, “Is there still any portion or inheritance 

for us in our father's house?
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15 Are we not considered strangers by him? 
For he has sold us, and also completely 
consumed our money.

16 For all these riches which God has taken 
from our father are really ours and our 
children's; now then, whatever God has said 
to you, do it.”



What We Learned

Jacob’s family expanded through polygamy

Foundation for nation of Israel

Ancestral lineage of the Messiah

Seeds of discord sowed through polygamy 

resulted in a family tragedy

His interactions with Rachel and Leah 

provide good example of spouse consultation
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