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What We Will Learn

David-Michal marriage

Controlled by Saul-David interactions

Michal did not participate in the decision

Marriage was unsuccessful

No child

1 Samuel 18, 19 and 25

2 Samuel 3 and 6
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David Marries Michal 

Saul sought to lure David into danger

Exploited daughter Michal’s love for David

Lobbied David to marry Michal

Set bride price to entice David to undertake 

risky mission against Philistines

David fought the battle, defeated the enemy, 

and married Michal as “prize”

1 Samuel 18:20–27
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1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love 

with David, and when they told Saul about it, 

he was pleased.
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1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

21 “I will give her to him,” he thought, “so that 
she may be a snare to him and so that the 
hand of the Philistines may be against him.” 
So Saul said to David, “Now you have a 
second opportunity to become my son-in-
law.”
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Saul sought to lure David into dangerous 

battle with Philistines

Sought to use his daughter’s love as a tool



1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

22 Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak 

to David privately and say, ‘Look, the king 

likes you, and his attendants all love you; now 

become his son-in-law.’”
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Message focused on how the king and his 

attendants felt about David

About David becoming king’s son-in-law

Not about Michal’s choice regarding David



1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

23 They repeated these words to David. But 

David said, “Do you think it is a small matter 

to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m only a 

poor man and little known.”
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24 When Saul’s servants told him what David 

had said,



1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king 

wants no other price for the bride than a 

hundred Philistine foreskins, to take revenge 

on his enemies.’” Saul’s plan was to have 

David fall by the hands of the Philistines.
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Negotiation with David regarding Michal

Focused on Saul’s evil intention for David

Michal’s input was not sought



1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

26 When the attendants told David these 
things, he was pleased to become the king’s 
son-in-law. So before the allotted time 
elapsed,
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1 Samuel 18 (NIV)

27 David took his men with him and went out 

and killed two hundred Philistines and 

brought back their foreskins. They counted 

out the full number to the king so that David 

might become the king’s son-in-law. Then 

Saul gave him his daughter Michal in 

marriage.
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Motivation for Marriage

Saul gave Michal to David to fulfill a promise 

motivated by evil intention for David

David accepted Michal because “he was 

pleased to become the king’s son-in-law”

Michal loved David

David loved Michal [indirect evidence]

However, Saul-David interactions motivated 

marriage of David to Michal
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Michal’s Loyalty

David-Michal marriage might have 

blossomed if given a chance

Saul likely expected Michal to be his agent 

against David

But Michal chose loyalty to her marriage

Thwarted father’s plot against her husband

Helped her husband escape

1 Samuel 19:9–17
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1 Samuel 19 (NIV)

9 But an evil spirit from the Lord came on 

Saul as he was sitting in his house with his 

spear in his hand. While David was playing 

the lyre,

10 Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his 

spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove 

the spear into the wall. That night David 

made good his escape.
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1 Samuel 19 (NIV)

11 Saul sent men to David’s house to watch it 

and to kill him in the morning. But Michal, 

David’s wife, warned him, “If you don’t run for 

your life tonight, tomorrow you’ll be killed.”

12 So Michal let David down through a 

window, and he fled and escaped.
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Michal was aware of Saul’s plot against David

Saul wanted Michal as agent against David



1 Samuel 19 (NIV)

13 Then Michal took an idol and laid it on the 

bed, covering it with a garment and putting 

some goats’ hair at the head.

14 When Saul sent the men to capture David, 

Michal said, “He is ill.”
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15 Then Saul sent the men back to see David 

and told them, “Bring him up to me in his bed 

so that I may kill him.”



1 Samuel 19 (NIV)

16 But when the men entered, there was the 

idol in the bed, and at the head was some 

goats’ hair.

17 Saul said to Michal, “Why did you deceive 

me like this and send my enemy away so that 

he escaped?”

Michal told him, “He said to me, ‘Let me get 

away. Why should I kill you?’”
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Michal Remarried

David and Michal did not reunite while David 

was a fugitive

Did Michal look for David or David for Michal?

Did David and Michal trust each other to be 

loyal to their marriage?

1 Samuel 25:44
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But Saul had given his daughter Michal, David’s 

wife, to Paltiel son of Laish, who was from Gallim



Michal Returned to David

David demanded Michal be returned to him 

before negotiation on re-unification of Israel

 “Prize” for his victory over “house of Saul”

Michal was returned to David despite 

objection from current husband

She was not allowed any choice

2 Samuel 3:12–16
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2 Samuel 3 (NIV)

12 Then Abner sent messengers on his 
behalf to say to David, “Whose land is it? 
Make an agreement with me, and I will help 
you bring all Israel over to you.”

13 “Good,” said David. “I will make an 
agreement with you. But I demand one thing 
of you: Do not come into my presence unless 
you bring Michal daughter of Saul when you 
come to see me.”
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2 Samuel 3 (NIV)

14 Then David sent messengers to Ish-
Bosheth son of Saul, demanding, “Give me 
my wife Michal, whom I betrothed to myself 
for the price of a hundred Philistine 
foreskins.”

15 So Ish-Bosheth gave orders and had her 

taken away from her husband Paltiel son of 

Laish.
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2 Samuel 3 (NIV)

16 Her husband, however, went with her, 

weeping behind her all the way to Bahurim. 

Then Abner said to him, “Go back home!” So 

he went back.
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David and Michal Quarrel

Michal despised and criticized David

For dancing in public wearing linen ephod

David rebuked her

Acknowledged he will dance for the Lord any 

time as he pleased 

2 Samuel 6:14–16 and 20–22
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2 Samuel 6 (NIV)

14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was 

dancing before the Lord with all his might,

15 while he and all Israel were bringing up 
the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound 
of trumpets.
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2 Samuel 6 (NIV)

16 As the ark of the Lord was entering the 
City of David, Michal daughter of Saul 
watched from a window. And when she saw 
King David leaping and dancing before the 
Lord, she despised him in her heart.
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2 Samuel 6 (NIV)

20 When David returned home to bless his 

household, Michal daughter of Saul came out 

to meet him and said, “How the king of Israel 

has distinguished himself today, going around 

half-naked in full view of the slave girls of his 

servants as any vulgar fellow would!”
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2 Samuel 6 (NIV)

21 David said to Michal, “It was before the 
Lord, who chose me rather than your father 
or anyone from his house when he appointed 
me ruler over the Lord’s people Israel—I will 
celebrate before the Lord.

22 I will become even more undignified than 

this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. 

But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be 

held in honor.”
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What We Learned

David-Michal marriage was dominated by 

interactions between Saul and David

Saul used the marriage as tool against David

David saw Michal as a “prize” for victory over 

Philistines and, later, over house of Saul

David and Michal did not build foundation for 

lasting relationship

Marriage was unsuccessful
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