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What We Will Learn

 Isaac and Rebekah shared firm commitment 

to their marriage

Accepted Isaac’s leadership in family affairs

God chose Rebekah to know his choice for 

propagating their family inheritance

Rebekah devised a way to implement the 

choice without violating husband’s authority

Genesis 25 thru 28 selections

bankingblessing.org



Isaac and Rebekah Marriage 

Childless for 20 years

 Isaac loved Rebekah

Accepted leadership of family in all matters

Prayed for conception through 20 years

Concealed their marriage for self preservation 
while in Philistine

Genesis 25:20–21 and 24–26

Genesis 26:1 and 6–9
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Genesis 25 (NKJV)

20 Isaac was forty years old when he took 

Rebekah as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the 

Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the 

Syrian.

21 Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his 

wife, because she was barren; and the Lord 

granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife 

conceived.
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Genesis 25 (NKJV)

24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to 

give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

25 And the first came out red. He was like a 

hairy garment all over; so they called his name 

Esau.
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26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand 
took hold of Esau's heel; so his name was 
called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when 
she bore them.



Genesis 26 (NKJV)

1 There was a famine in the land, besides the 

first famine that was in the days of Abraham. 

And Isaac went to Abimelech king of the 

Philistines, in Gerar.
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Genesis 26 (NKJV)

7 And the men of the place asked about his 
wife. And he said, “She is my sister”; for he 
was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” because 
he thought, “lest the men of the place kill me 
for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to 
behold.”
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6 So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.



Genesis 26 (NKJV)

8 Now it came to pass, when he had been 

there a long time, that Abimelech king of the 

Philistines looked through a window, and saw, 

and there was Isaac, showing endearment to 

Rebekah his wife.

9 Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, 

“Quite obviously she is your wife; so how could 

you say, ‘She is my sister’?”  Isaac said to him, 

“Because I said, ‘Lest I die on account of her.’”
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Loving but Dominant 

 Isaac loved Rebekah

Could have sought another wife but didn’t

Provided leadership on family affairs

But may have been excessively dominant

Did not make room for his wife to contribute 

to directing family affairs
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God’s Revelation to Rebekah 

God revealed to Rebekah

Special relationship between their children

But did not reveal same information to Isaac

Pregnant with two children

They will become two separate nations

Younger child will receive family inheritance

Genesis 25:22–23
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Genesis 25 (NKJV)

22 But the children struggled together within 

her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like 

this?” So she went to inquire of the Lord.

23 And the Lord said to her:  “Two nations are 

in your womb, Two peoples shall be 

separated from your body; One people shall 

be stronger than the other,  And the older 

shall serve the younger.”
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Rebekah’s Mandate 

God informed her about his choice of which 

child will receive family inheritance

Gave her responsibility to ensure 

implementation of his choice

Respect for husband’s authority and 

leadership of family affairs
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Rebekah’s Dilemma 

God’s choice for family inheritance in conflict 
with customary practice

Believed her husband would not accept

Committed to customary practice

 Loved Esau more

Unyielding family leader

Committed to husband’s authority

Committed to implementing God’s choice
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Rebekah’s Approach 

Find a way to redirect husband while 

concealing their disagreement

Took advantage of his failing site to redirect 

him to confer family blessing on Jacob

Took advantage of their shared concerns with 

Canaanite women to get husband to send 

Jacob away to Padan Aram
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Rebekah’s Approach Case 1 

Took advantage of husband’s failing site

Redirected him to confer family blessing on 

Jacob instead of Esau

Genesis 27:1–13
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old 
and his eyes were so dim that he could not 
see, that he called Esau his older son and 
said to him, “My son.”  And he answered him, 
“Here I am.”

2 Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do 

not know the day of my death.
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

3 Now therefore, please take your weapons, 

your quiver and your bow, and go out to the 

field and hunt game for me.

4 And make me savory food, such as I love, 

and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul 

may bless you before I die.”
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5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac 
spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the 
field to hunt game and to bring it.



Genesis 27 (NKJV)

6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, 

saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak to 

Esau your brother, saying,

7 ‘Bring me game and make savory food for 

me, that I may eat it and bless you in the 

presence of the Lord before my death.’
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8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice 

according to what I command you.



Genesis 27 (NKJV)

9 Go now to the flock and bring me from 

there two choice kids of the goats, and I will 

make savory food from them for your father, 

such as he loves.

10 Then you shall take it to your father, that 

he may eat it, and that he may bless you 

before his death.”
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, 

“Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I 

am a smooth-skinned man.

12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall 

seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall 

bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”
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13 But his mother said to him, “Let your curse 
be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and 
go, get them for me.”



Rebekah’s Approach Case 2 

Took advantage of their shared concern

Regarding Canaanite women

Convinced husband to send Jacob away to 
Padan Aram

Concealed her real concern that Esau might 
try to kill Jacob

Genesis 27:41–46

Genesis 28:1–5
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing with which his father blessed him, 
and Esau said in his heart, “The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; then I will 
kill my brother Jacob.”
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

42 And the words of Esau her older son were 

told to Rebekah. So she sent and called 

Jacob her younger son, and said to him, 

“Surely your brother Esau comforts himself 

concerning you by intending to kill you.

43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice: 

arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran.
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

44 And stay with him a few days, until your 

brother's fury turns away,

45 until your brother's anger turns away from 

you, and he forgets what you have done to 

him; then I will send and bring you from 

there. Why should I be bereaved also of you 

both in one day?”
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Genesis 27 (NKJV)

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of 

my life because of the daughters of Heth; if 

Jacob takes a wife of the daughters of Heth, 

like these who are the daughters of the land, 

what good will my life be to me?”
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Rebekah presents a concern they shared

But held back her real concern



Genesis 28 (NKJV)

1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, 

and charged him, and said to him: “You shall 

not take a wife from the daughters of Canaan.

2 Arise, go to Padan Aram, to the house of 

Bethuel your mother's father; and take 

yourself a wife from there of the daughters of 

Laban your mother's brother.
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Genesis 28 (NKJV)

3 “May God Almighty bless you,

And make you fruitful and multiply you,

That you may be an assembly of peoples;

4 And give you the blessing of Abraham, To 

you and your descendants with you, That 

you may inherit the land In which you are a 

stranger, Which God gave to Abraham.”
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Genesis 28 (NKJV)

5 So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to 

Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the 

Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother of 

Jacob and Esau.
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What We Learned

 Isaac loved his wife Rebekah

Both accepted his leadership in family affairs

 Isaac did not make room for his wife to 

contribute to family leadership

God assigned Rebekah responsibility over 

his choice for propagating family inheritance

Rebekah devised a way to implement God’s 

choice without violating husband’s authority
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