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What We Will Learn

Christ’s teaching against hypocrisy 

What is your motivation

For righteousness?

Prayer?

Observing the commandments? 

Winning people approval or admiration?

Responding to God’s call to service?

Matthew 6:1–8 & 16–18; and 15:1–9

Luke 13:10–16
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Hypocrisy
Claiming to believe something but acting in a 

manner contrary to that belief 

Play-acting, wearing of mask, pretending to 
be what you’re not

The bible calls it a sin, Jesus condemns it

Takes two forms

Professing to believe something but acting in 
ways inconsistent with the belief

Self righteousness, looking down on others, 
judging them while we ourselves are flawed
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Matthew 5:8 (NIV)
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

6th Beatitude

Your only motivation

To worship God 

And respond to his call to service

Be not motivated by people admiration

Beatitude Against Hypocrisy



Giving to the Needy

Should be motivated by compassion

Recognize a need and needy

Care for the needy (hunger and thirst to 

alleviate suffering of the needy)

Committed to provide for the need

Persevere till success

Be not motivated by human recognition

Matthew 6:1–4
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

1 “Take heed that you do not do your 
charitable deeds before men, to be seen by 
them. Otherwise you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven.

2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, 
do not sound a trumpet before you as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory from men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward.
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not 

let your left hand know what your right hand 

is doing,

4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will 

Himself reward you openly.



Giving to the Needy cont’d

 If motivated by human recognition

No reward from your father in heaven

Not an act of compassion

Your reward is the recognition you seek

Even if you fail to get it

Hypocrites motivated by human recognition

Your heart knows your motivation

God knows your motivation
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Prayer Motivation

Your only motivation should be to 

communicate with God

Do not seek to impress people

Pray from your heart

Echo with your mouth as your heart dictates

Hypocrites motivated by seeking to impress 

people

Matthew 6:5–8
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the 

hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the corners of the streets, 

that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say 

to you, they have their reward.

6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and 

when you have shut your door, pray to your 

Father who is in the secret place; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you openly.
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

7 And when you pray, do not use vain 

repetitions as the heathen do. For they think 

that they will be heard for their many words.

8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your 

Father knows the things you have need of 

before you ask Him.



Prayer Motivation cont’d

 If your motivation is to impress people

You really are not praying

But displaying your skill

To gain people recognition (pass an exam)

Your reward is the recognition you seek

Hypocrites are motivated by people 

recognition

Motivation for Righteousness—Hypocrisy Doesn't Please God Even if It Pleases People
12



Motivation in Fasting

Your only motivation should be to 

communicate with God

Deny yourself physical needs

To focus on the spiritual

Do not seek people recognition

Hypocrites motivated by people recognition

Matthew 6:16–18
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the 

hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they 

disfigure their faces that they may appear to 

men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they 

have their reward.
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Matthew 6 (NKJV)

17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head 

and wash your face,

18 so that you do not appear to men to be 

fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret 

place; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you openly.



Motivation in Fasting cont’d

 If you are motivated by people recognition

Your reward is the recognition you seek

Hypocrites motivated by people recognition

 If your motivation is to communicate better 

with God

He will reward you
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Honor God from Heart

Not Lip Service

Lip service does not please God

Jesus rebuked Pharisees 

And teachers of the law

Don’t substitute tradition for God’s 

commandment

Quoted God’s message through Isaiah

Matthew 15:1–9 (and Isaiah 29:13)
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Matthew 15 (NIV)

1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the 

law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked,

2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of 

the elders? They don’t wash their hands before 

they eat!”

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the 

command of God for the sake of your tradition?
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Matthew 15 (NIV)

4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ 

and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother 

is to be put to death.’

5 But you say that if anyone declares that what 

might have been used to help their father or 

mother is ‘devoted to God,’

6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ 

with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the 

sake of your tradition.
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Matthew 15 (NIV)

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he 

prophesied about you:

8 “‘These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.

9 They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human rules.



Example: Crippled Woman

Healed on the Sabbath

Woman crippled for 18 years

Jesus healed her on Sabbath day 

While teaching in the synagogue

Synagogue leader scolded woman

Jesus rebuked him for hypocrisy

Luke 13:10–16
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Luke 13 (NIV)

10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of 

the synagogues,

11 and a woman was there who had been 

crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was 

bent over and could not straighten up at all.

12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward 

and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from 

your infirmity.”
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Luke 13 (NIV)

13 Then he put his hands on her, and 
immediately she straightened up and praised 
God.

14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the 

Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the 

people, “There are six days for work. So come 

and be healed on those days, not on the 

Sabbath.”
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Luke 13 (NIV)

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! 
Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your 
ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to 
give it water?

16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of 

Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for 

eighteen long years, be set free on the 

Sabbath day from what bound her?”



Example: Crippled Woman

Healed on the Sabbath cont’d

 Includes two examples of hypocrisy

Focus on “law of the Sabbath” instead of 

compassion for crippled woman

 Inconsistent interpretation of Sabbath law

Would attend to need of farm animals

But quarrel with healing a crippled woman
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Dangers of Hypocrisy

Deceives the Hypocrite

Knows the truth but misapplies or doesn’t do 

it so he tends to cover it up

Begins to live a life of lie

Plays religion

 It surely boomerangs 
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Dangers of Hypocrisy cont’d

An obstacle to the Kingdom of God

Damaging the name of God                           

[Romans 2:24]

Destroying the weak in faith

Bad example to unbelievers
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Dangers of Hypocrisy cont’d

Dishonors God

Paying lip service, not offering true worship 

[Ephesians 1:4–6

Disobeying God by not bringing glory to his 

name [Isaiah 43:7]

Disobedience always results in pain and 

misery and maybe death                               

[Romans 3:23]
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What We Learned

Act of righteousness pleases God

 If motivated by desire to worship him

Or serve people to fulfill his purpose

Act of righteousness does not please God

 If motivated by self promotion

Seeking human recognition

Or any purpose other than serving God
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