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What We Will Learn

God grants capabilities to every person for 

performance of provider assistant 

responsibilities

Rewards people that deploy and expand 

their capabilities

Punishes people that choose stagnation

Allows each person to expand capabilities 

through enterprise
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What We Will Learn cont’d

Can respond to a call to compassion

And expand capabilities in the process

Through commercial enterprise

Limited by fair fee for service

And fair value for goods

Matthew 25:14–30

Leviticus 19 & 25:8–54

Ezekiel 18:5–8
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Parable of the Talents

God grants capabilities to every person

According to a person’s capacity

Tools for provider assistant responsibilities

Expects us to deploy our capabilities

And expand them through enterprise

Matthew 25:14–30
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a 

journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his wealth to them.

15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to 

another two bags, and to another one bag, 

each according to his ability. Then he went on 

his journey.



Grant of Capabilities

Granted to every person

Each person according to their capacity

What? (variable types)

How much (variable strength or amount)

God determines for each person

For provider assistant responsibilities

Responding to God’s call to service

Describes capabilities in terms of value
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

16 The man who had received five bags of 

gold went at once and put his money to work 

and gained five bags more.

17 So also, the one with two bags of gold 

gained two more.

18 But the man who had received one bag 

went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money.



Use of Capabilities

Two categories of people

People that put grants to work

Deploy and expand their capabilities

Two examples in the Parable of the Talents

Other people chose stagnation

Do not deploy or expand capabilities

One example in the Parable of the Talents

Grow and Diversify Your Capabilities through Enterprise—Parable of the Talents
8



Grow and Diversify Your Capabilities through Enterprise—Parable of the Talents

9

Matthew 25 (NIV)

19 “After a long time the master of those 

servants returned and settled accounts with 

them.

20 The man who had received five bags of 

gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, 

‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, 

I have gained five more.’
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many 

things. Come and share your master’s 

happiness!’
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. 

‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 

bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will put you in charge of many 

things. Come and share your master’s 

happiness!’ 



Giving Account

Use of Capabilities

People that deploy capabilities

Responding to God’s call to compassion

 Increase value and variety of use

Through deployment

God rewards them with expansion

More responsibilities and opportunities

Eternal happiness
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

24 “Then the man who had received one bag 
of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that 
you are a hard man, harvesting where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed.

25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your 

gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs 

to you.’
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy 

servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 

have not sown and gather where I have not 

scattered seed?

27 Well then, you should have put my money 

on deposit with the bankers, so that when I 

returned I would have received it back with 

interest.
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and 

give it to the one who has ten bags.

29 For whoever has will be given more, and 

they will have an abundance. Whoever does 

not have, even what they have will be taken 

from them.
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Matthew 25 (NIV)

30 And throw that worthless servant outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’



Giving Account

Use of Capabilities cont’d

People that choose stagnation

Decline any use of their capabilities

Decline every call to compassion

Not even the least of things they could do

 Invent arguments to defend their inactivity

Expert in dodging responsibilities

Christ describes them as “wicked and lazy”

 Incur eternal punishment
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Role of Enterprise

Second message of Parable of Talents

Deploy and expand capabilities

Through enterprise

By providing goods and services for fee

Limited by fair fee and fair value

Solomon’s declarations in proverbs

Proverbs 14:23, 21:5, and 28:8 
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Proverbs 14 (NIV)

23 All hard work brings a profit,

but mere talk leads only to poverty.

5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit
as surely as haste leads to poverty.

Proverbs 21 (NIV)

8 Whoever increases wealth by taking 
interest or profit from the poor amasses it for 
another, who will be kind to the poor.

Proverbs 28 (NIV)



Conditions for Enterprise

Based on fair transaction

Fair fee for service

Fair value for goods

Non-exploitative

Bases for fair value or fair fee

Necessary fee to provide effectively 

Commandments 

Government rules and regulations
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Conditions for Enterprise

God defines conditions for enterprise

Commandments delivered through Moses

Defines standard for fair value

 In land and labor transactions

Leviticus 25:8–54                                         

[Not read in session]
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Conditions for Enterprise

God defines rules for regulation of enterprise

Commandments delivered through Moses

Leviticus 19:11–15 & 35
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11 “‘Do not steal. “‘Do not lie. “‘Do not deceive 

one another.

13 “‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.  “‘Do 
not hold back the wages of a hired worker 
overnight.
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Leviticus 19 (NIV)

14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling 

block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I 

am the Lord.

15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show 

partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, 

but judge your neighbor fairly.
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Leviticus 19 (NIV)

35 “‘Do not use dishonest standards when 

measuring length, weight or quantity.

36 Use honest scales and honest weights, an 

honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the 

Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt.



Fair-Value Transactions

Lending

God through Prophet Ezekiel

Defines righteous and wicked

Based on lending practices

Among other criteria 

Ezekiel 18:7–8
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Ezekiel 18 (NIV)

7 He does not oppress anyone, but returns 

what he took in pledge for a loan. He does 

not commit robbery but gives his food to the 

hungry and provides clothing for the naked.

8 He does not lend to them at interest or take 

a profit from them. He withholds his hand 

from doing wrong and judges fairly between 

two parties.



What We Learned

God grants every person capabilities

To grow and diversify through enterprise

Some people obey

Deploy and expand capabilities

Rewarded with eternal happiness

Other people disobey

Choose laziness, wickedness, stagnation

 Incur eternal punishment
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What We Learned cont’d

May deploy and expand capabilities

Through commercial enterprise

Providing goods and services for fee

God defines standard for enterprise

Fair fee for services

Fair value for goods
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